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ELL226 Language Acquisition (2,000 words, 50% weighting) must be submitted by 12.00 noon on Friday 20th 

May 2017:  

Write a 2000 word-essay that proposes a piece of original experiment work in language acquisition. This 

paper should include: 

• A introduction to the relevant background literature for your proposed study 

• The question your study will address 

• The details of the methodology (participants, procedure, materials), based on the methodologies 

taught in the course methodology workshop 

• A discussion of possible patterns of results and their interpretation 

• A discussion of the theoretical import of the proposed project 

 

You will need to make reference to secondary literature, and at minimum you should cite at least five 

secondary sources not included in the required reading list for this course. You may cite internet sources (e.g. 

CHILDES) but these will not count towards the requisite five secondary sources.  

 

-- 

Assessed work must be submitted punctually on the deadline date as deadlines are strictly observed by the 

School of English.  Work will only be accepted for up to 5 working days after the due date but will be subject to 

a 5% deduction per working day during this period.  The School of English reception is open to receive paper 

copies of assessed work between 09.00 and 16.00, Monday to Friday, and assessments will not be processed 

outside these hours. 

Permission to submit work late can only be given by the appropriate Assessment Officer for the module(s) 

concerned, two working days in advance of the submission date, and is only granted in extraordinary 

circumstances.  For details of how to seek permission to submit work late see 

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/english/current/late. 

Information about assessment can be found at https://www.shef.ac.uk/english/current/assessment.  

You are required to submit your assignment as follows: 

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/english/current/late
https://www.shef.ac.uk/english/current/assessment


• one paper copy, using the bar-coded cover sheet available from the School of English website, to be 

handed in to the School reception with your assignment. 

• an electronic version to be submitted through the on-line system Turnitin. To submit the Turnitin copy, 

follow the link on the module MOLE site.  You should include your registration number in the 

submission title of your assignment and retain email receipts for your assessment as proof of electronic 

submission. 

Your assignment MUST be submitted in all required formats by the deadline, otherwise the entire assignment 

will be treated as late and will be penalised accordingly. 

You should take special care to follow the School’s guidelines on standards of presentation, referencing and 

bibliographies.  

For referencing and bibliographies, you should follow the appropriate library tutorial for MHRA Referencing for 

your programme. This can be found at: https://librarydevelopment.group.shef.ac.uk/department/english.html 

Essays must be word-processed and double-spaced, with the word count stated clearly and correctly. 

You should ensure that you are aware of School and University regulations concerning use of unfair means. Use 

of unfair means includes plagiarism, double submission (self-plagiarism), submitting bought or commissioned 

work, fabrication and facilitating the use of unfair means by another student. You should consult the University 

of Sheffield’s guidance for students on the use of unfair means in assessment available on the site below: 

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/ssid/exams/plagiarism 

You will be asked to sign a plagiarism declaration form with every assessment to demonstrate that you have 

clearly understood this. 

You must always observe the assessment rubric. If you do not follow the rubric you risk losing marks. Common 

rubric violations include not writing on the specified number or range of texts and writing on texts 

inappropriate to the chronological scope of the assessment or module.  For any one such rubric violation, your 

mark will normally be reduced by 10 marks.  If you are in any doubt about what constitutes rubric violation, ask 

the course convenor or your seminar tutor. 

There is no penalization for essays which exceed the word limit by up to 5% of the imposed limit.  However, if 

you exceed the word limit by any more than 5%, a fixed penalty of five marks will be deducted from your 

assessment grade.  Footnotes and bibliography are not included in the word count. Footnotes should be used 

for referencing only, in accordance with discipline-specific conventions.   

https://librarydevelopment.group.shef.ac.uk/department/english.html
http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/ssid/exams/plagiarism

