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ELL364: Assessment 1 (2,000 words, 50% weighting) must be submitted by 12.00 noon on Friday 31st March 

2017.  

 

Write a 2000-word essay in response to one of the following: 

 

(1) Design and present your own conlang system for two of the four dimensions addressed in lectures 

thus far: phonetics/phonology, historical change, pragmatics, and syntax. For this, you will be 

expected to give examples of your conlang (e.g. words, phrases, paradigms, and/or charts) and 

provide linguistically informed rationales for the design choices you have made, i.e. you need to 

provide arguments for why your conlang is how it is. For this prompt, you may continue to work on 

the conlang you have been creating in seminar, and both members of a seminar partnership may 

write on the same conlang, but any interpretive discussion and additional development of the conlang 

must be original to each essay.   

 

(2) Choose one existing conlang and compare it to naturally occurring human languages along two of the 

four dimensions discussed in lecture thus far: phonetics/phonology, historical change, pragmatics, 

and syntax. Does the conlang show the behaviors seen in human languages, and if not, how (and 

perhaps why) does it differ? Conlangs you might consider for this are Elvish (esp. Sindarin), Klingon, 

Dothraki, Valyrian, and Esperanto. If you have a different conlang you would like to treat, please okay 

this with the module convener first (and ASAP).  

 

Please note for either prompt: You will need to make reference to secondary literature, and at minimum you 

should cite at least five secondary sources.  You may cite internet sources, but these will not count towards 

the requisite five secondary sources. 

-- 

Assessed work must be submitted punctually on the deadline date as deadlines are strictly observed by the 

School of English.  Work will only be accepted for up to 5 working days after the due date but will be subject to a 

5% deduction per working day during this period.  The School of English reception is open to receive paper 



 

 

copies of assessed work between 09.00 and 16.00, Monday to Friday, and assessments will not be processed 

outside these hours. 

 

Permission to submit work late can only be given by the appropriate Assessment Officer for the module(s) 

concerned, two working days in advance of the submission date, and is only granted in extraordinary 

circumstances.  For details of how to seek permission to submit work late see 

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/english/current/late. 

 

Information about assessment can be found at https://www.shef.ac.uk/english/current/assessment.  

 

You are required to submit your assignment as follows: 

• one paper copy, using the bar-coded cover sheet available from the School of English website, to be 

handed in to the School reception with your assignment. 

• an electronic version to be submitted through the on-line system Turnitin. To submit the Turnitin copy, 

follow the link on the module MOLE site.  You should include your registration number in the 

submission title of your assignment and retain email receipts for your assessment as proof of electronic 

submission. 

Your assignment MUST be submitted in all required formats by the deadline, otherwise the entire assignment 

will be treated as late and will be penalised accordingly. 

 

You should take special care to follow the School’s guidelines on standards of presentation, referencing and 

bibliographies.  

 

For referencing and bibliographies, you should follow the appropriate library tutorial for MHRA Referencing for 

your programme. This can be found at: 

 

https://librarydevelopment.group.shef.ac.uk/department/english.html 

 

Essays must be word-processed and double-spaced, with the word count stated clearly and correctly. 

 

You should ensure that you are aware of School and University regulations concerning use of unfair means. Use 

of unfair means includes plagiarism, double submission (self-plagiarism), submitting bought or commissioned 

work, fabrication and facilitating the use of unfair means by another student. You should consult the University 

of Sheffield’s guidance for students on the use of unfair means in assessment available on the site below:  

 

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/ssid/exams/plagiarism 

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/english/current/late
https://www.shef.ac.uk/english/current/assessment
https://librarydevelopment.group.shef.ac.uk/department/english.html
http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/ssid/exams/plagiarism


 

 

 

You will be asked to sign a plagiarism declaration form with every assessment to demonstrate that you have 

clearly understood this. 

 

You must always observe the assessment rubric. If you do not follow the rubric you risk losing marks. Common 

rubric violations include not writing on the specified number or range of texts and writing on texts inappropriate 

to the chronological scope of the assessment or module.  For any one such rubric violation, your mark will 

normally be reduced by 10 marks.  If you are in any doubt about what constitutes rubric violation, ask the 

course convenor or your seminar tutor. 

 

There is no penalization for essays which exceed the word limit by up to 5% of the imposed limit.  However, if 

you exceed the word limit by any more than 5%, a fixed penalty of five marks will be deducted from your 

assessment grade.  Footnotes and bibliography are not included in the word count. Footnotes should be used 

for referencing only, in accordance with discipline-specific conventions.   

 

 


