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LIT 260: Assessment 1 (N/A words, 50% weighting) must be submitted by 12.00 noon on Friday December 2nd. 

 

Assessment 1 (50% Learning Journal) 

 

This begins as soon as this module starts. You are required to write a learning journal on a weekly basis. 

Instructions about how to set up the journal are available on the course document. 

 

Your journal entry is not an essay, and does not have to follow conventional structures. However, it should be 

analytical and reflective.  

 

You can write about anything related to the week of study: this might include your reflections on a particular 

aspect of the film; a response to the weekly reading; some thoughts on any further reading and/or viewing 

that you’ve undertaken, for example. You are also welcome to illustrate your journal entries with images and 

videos – this might be useful for analysis of the films.  

 

There is no word limit on the entries. However, you should aim to write a minimum of 300 words per week, 

and I would advise that you do not go beyond 1000 words.  

 

REMEMBER: The entries should not be mini essays – this exercise is encouraged to give you a space where 

you can develop your own ideas and academic interests – write about what interests and inspires you each 

week, but be specific: do not simply provide an overview of your topic, instead, focus on a single area and 

explore it in depth. You should aim to include reference to at least one external source per entry (the module 

reading list is a good place to start). 

 

I fully appreciate that you may occasionally be late with your journal entries. This is absolutely fine, and you 

are entitled to ‘back post’. However, I would encourage you to get in to the habit of posting regularly: 

consistent failure to post regularly will be taken into account when the journals are marked. 

 



During Reading Week you will receive detailed feedback on your entries - it is therefore important that your 

entries are up to date by this point.  

 

 

YOU MUST HAVE A MINIMUM OF 8 ENTRIES PUBLISHED BY THE ASSESSMENT DEADLINE. **THESE MUST 

THEN BE COPIED TO A WORD DOCUMENT AND SUBMITTED VIA TURNITIN**.  

 

YOUR FINAL MARK FOR THIS ASSESSMENT WILL BE DECIDED ON THE BASIS OF YOUR FIVE BEST ENTRIES, 

DECIDED BY THE COURSE TUTOR. 

 

 

Assessed work must be submitted punctually on the deadline date as deadlines are strictly observed by the 

School of English.  Work will only be accepted for up to 5 working days after the due date but will be subject to a 

5% deduction per working day during this period.  The School of English reception is open to receive paper 

copies of assessed work between 09.00 and 16.00, Monday to Friday, and assessments will not be processed 

outside these hours. 

 

Permission to submit work late can only be given by the appropriate Assessment Officer for the module(s) 

concerned, two working days in advance of the submission date, and is only granted in extraordinary 

circumstances.  For details of how to seek permission to submit work late see 

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/english/current/late. 

 

Information about assessment can be found at https://www.shef.ac.uk/english/current/assessment.  

 

You are required to submit your assignment as follows: 

• an electronic version to be submitted through the on-line system Turnitin. To submit the Turnitin copy, 

follow the link on the module MOLE site.  You should include your registration number in the 

submission title of your assignment and retain email receipts for your assessment as proof of electronic 

submission. 

Your assignment MUST be submitted in all required formats by the deadline, otherwise the entire assignment 

will be treated as late and will be penalised accordingly. 

 

You should take special care to follow the School’s guidelines on standards of presentation, referencing and 

bibliographies.  

 

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/english/current/late
https://www.shef.ac.uk/english/current/assessment


For referencing and bibliographies, you should follow the appropriate library tutorial for MHRA Referencing for 

your programme. This can be found at: 

 

https://librarydevelopment.group.shef.ac.uk/department/english.html 

 

Essays must be word-processed and double-spaced, with the word count stated clearly and correctly. 

 

You should ensure that you are aware of School and University regulations concerning use of unfair means. Use 

of unfair means includes plagiarism, double submission (self-plagiarism), submitting bought or commissioned 

work, fabrication and facilitating the use of unfair means by another student. You should consult the University 

of Sheffield’s guidance for students on the use of unfair means in assessment available on the site below:  

 

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/ssid/exams/plagiarism 

 

You will be asked to sign a plagiarism declaration form with every assessment to demonstrate that you have 

clearly understood this. 

 

You must always observe the assessment rubric. If you do not follow the rubric you risk losing marks. Common 

rubric violations include not writing on the specified number or range of texts and writing on texts inappropriate 

to the chronological scope of the assessment or module.  For any one such rubric violation, your mark will 

normally be reduced by 10 marks.  If you are in any doubt about what constitutes rubric violation, ask the 

course convenor or your seminar tutor. 

 

There is no penalization for essays which exceed the word limit by up to 5% of the imposed limit.  However, if 

you exceed the word limit by any more than 5%, a fixed penalty of five marks will be deducted from your 

assessment grade.  Footnotes and bibliography are not included in the word count. Footnotes should be used 

for referencing only, in accordance with discipline-specific conventions.   

 

https://librarydevelopment.group.shef.ac.uk/department/english.html
http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/ssid/exams/plagiarism

