
LIT 3046: Sappho’s Granddaughters: Poetry by Women, 1789-1901 

 

Assessment 1 

 

Rubric and Guidelines 

 

Assessment 1 is a 10-minute presentation, which will take the form of a ‘pitch’ that 

might be made to publishers in support of the publication of a select volume of work 

by a nineteenth-century woman poet (weighting: 30%).  

 

The presentations will take place in Week 8 (Tuesday 19th April). After the 

presentations have taken place, everyone will vote to choose which poets will be 

included in the final weeks of the module. 

 

You can do your presentation on any women poet from the Romantic or Victorian 

period that we have not studied in seminar. You may wish to refer to the Blain or 

Norton anthologies when choosing your poet, but you can look further afield if you 

like. Let me know which poet you are planning to present on in Week 6. 

 

When preparing your presentation, keep your imaginary audience in mind. Your aim 

is to persuade a scholarly press that your chosen poet deserves to be republished. 

Questions your presentation might answer may include (but need not be limited to): 

 

How does your chosen poet contribute to the canon of nineteenth-century 

poetry and/or nineteenth-century poetry by women?  

 

What is her relationship to current scholarship about nineteenth-century 

poetry? 

 

How does she challenge or develop existing ideas about nineteenth-century 

poetry (i.e. ‘Romanticism’ or ‘Victorianism’)? 

 

How does she challenge or develop existing ideas about poetry by women? 

 

What new areas of scholarship might her work open up? Or, what is 

distinctive about her work? 

 

In order to answer these questions, you should provide evidence from the poetry 

itself, so don’t be afraid to work some detailed readings into your presentation. 

 

You should aim to engage with some existing criticism about your poet, or about he 

field of study in general. You might, for example, want to show how your poet 

contributes to an existing critical debate. 

 

As with any piece of assessment, you should avoid being overly descriptive, so only 

refer to your poet’s biography and context if and as it applies to your argument. 

 

The format of your presentation is up to you, but you may wish to consider using 

handouts and/or powerpoint. 

 



Guidelines on how oral presentations are assessed have been drawn up by the School 

of English and are available on the MOLE site for this module and on the SoE 

assessment pages.  

 

Don’t try to fit too much in. Ten minutes is about 1500 words. It might be a good idea 

to time your presentation to make sure that you able to present your material with 

clarity. If you go over 12 minutes, I’ll ask you to stop!  

 


